JANUARY 4, 2026, 9:30A.M. HoLy COMMUNION

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR
* = Please stand as you are comfortable. Bold type indicates congregational responses.

e Welcome! No matter your background, circumstance, or footing in faith your presence is
valued and celebrated as a part of the beloved community of God today.

e Your generosity is appreciated and encouraged as it sustains and furthers the work of the
congregation in the community and makes a difference in the lives of many. Gifts and
offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance before, during, or after the service. To
give electronically, please visit richfield-lutheran.org/qive

As we Gatbher...

Today is the 2" Sunday and 11 day of the Christmas season. While the day of Epiphany is not
until January 6%, we host an Epiphany-centered worship focused on the themes of seeking and
finding (or being found by) Jesus. We hear two gospel readings. One from Matthew, noting the
foreign magi who followed the star to Jesus’ birthplace, and another from John, telling of the
call of the first disciples. Both highlight the wide invitation and welcome of the divine.

l. GATHERING

PRELUDE Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring BACH
(The prelude gathers us in the Lord’s presence. You are invited to center through it.)

EPIPHANY CALL TO WORSHIP

The glory of God has now appeared

The mystery of God has been revealed

Let us go and see this thing that has happened
Let us seek the Lord while he may be found

Led by God’s light, we bear gifts of joy

Called by God’s word, we are welcomed in peace

WELCOME

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, minister begins.)




Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose home is in heaven and earth, whose salvation is
sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Long-expected God,

we confess that we often look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide.
We tend to judge our worth through power, wealth, status, or achievement, and we can be
reluctant to release our grip on our own way. We become impatient while waiting or weary
of staying awake to the needs of the world and your presence in creation.

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.

Increase our trust in your timing, awaken us to your presence among us, and open our hearts
to be filled with the hope you have promised and the holiness you proclaim, through your
Word born in our lives.

Amen.

God judges us not as we are, but according to God’s own righteousness and the promises held
in the one who arrives in love and peace. In the name of Christ = you are freed and forgiven.
You are saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

* GATHERING HYMN The First Noel ELW #300

* GREETING

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of wonder and welcome, in many and various ways you lead us ever gently toward your
promised presence and love. Teach us to pay attention, cast out our fears, and bring us into a
deeper knowledge of you as we follow your light and see your glory in Christ. Amen.

| Il. WORD

FIRST READING: Matthew 2:1-12
(God'’s promise shines bright in the night as magi from the east follow a star to honor a new
king. Arriving as strangers from a faraway land, they are welcomed by the holy family .)



The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 2" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

YIn the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” > When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; #and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. > They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israe

’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” ° When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. *® When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 1* On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2 And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

II”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

IsAlAH 60:1-12 (read responsively)

'Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LoRD has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth
and thick darkness the peoples,
but the Lorp will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
>Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;



the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
® A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lorbp.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION O Little Town of Bethlehem #279,v.4
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray,

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

* GosPeL: John 1:35-51
(John “the baptizer” names Jesus as the “Lamb of God,” and Jesus’ first followers receive humble
invitation to “come and see.”)

The holy gospel according to John, the 1° chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 3¢ and as he watched Jesus
walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 3” The two disciples heard him say this,
and they followed Jesus. 3 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What
are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are
you staying?” 3° He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 4° One of the
two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4! He first
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). 2 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of
John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow

me.” “*Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. > Philip found Nathanael
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 6 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 4’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming
toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” * Nathanael
asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “l saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you.” #° Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King
of Israell” 30 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig
tree? You will see greater things than these.” > And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell you, you
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”



The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON What Are We Looking For? Pastor Charlie Ruud

HYMN OF THE DAY Bright and Glorious Is the Sky ELW #301vs.1,3,5,6
(Please stand for the final verse.)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — lona Creed

We trust in God who befriended a wandering people, delivering them from slavery into
freedom; yet who in Rahab, Tamar, Ruth, Bathsheba, Cyrus, Darius and many others called
outsiders to be agents of God's purpose.

We trust in Jesus who was revered by Persian sages, sought and found asylum in Egypt,
preached that God loved Syrians, attracted Greeks to his cause, found his first evangelist in a
Samaritan, saw incomparable faith in a Caananite woman, had his cross shouldered by a
Libyan, and ascended above his native land that he might be present in all places.

We trust in the Holy Spirit, who at Pentecost proved that heaven has no favored mother-
tongue; who, in the baptism of the Ethiopian denied racism a foothold in faith; and who in
the ancient and modern worlds founded churches in different cultures.

We believe that God is supremely known in Jesus, yet we affirm that God is present among
people who do not own Christ as their Lord.

We affirm that the kingdom of God is bigger than the Church, and the love of God is beyond
our understanding. We therefore celebrate that God's ways are not our ways, that God
knows whom God chooses, and reserves the right to surpass all human expectation. Blessed
be God forever! Amen.

* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
After each petition:
...Merciful God,
Hear our prayer.

* PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.)



. THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

ANTHEM God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen / We Three Kings
Praise Jam
* OFFERING SONG What Child Is This?

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

* LORD'S PRAYER

#296,v.3

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

* PosT- COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

p 154

IV. SENDING

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

* BLESSING

May God fill you with the faithfulness of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the praise of the
angels, the joy of the shepherds, the wonder of the magi, and may the peace of Christ, the

Immanuel, God with us, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

* SENDING HYMN Go, Tell It on the Mountain
LED BY PRAISE JAM

ELW #290




DisMISSAL
Go in peace. May God’s word light your way!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE MINUET BOELLMANN
(The postlude sends us out to be Christ’s peace in the world. You are invited to savor it.)

Our service continues with sharing fellowship in Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall, across the
hall; and then in the world with other neighbors.

Next week in worship...

We follow the story of Jesus in the Gospel of John to the first “sign” of his glory as Jesus turns
water into an abundance of wine at a wedding. Additionally, we observe “Baptism of our Lord”
Sunday with a special remembrance and celebration of the gift of baptism in worship. Be
prepared to be sprinkled! “Remember how God'’s abundant grace flows to us daily in Christ.”
See you in worship!

THIS WEEK’s DAILY BIBLE READINGS:

Mon, January 5. Hebrews 11:32—12:2 Thurs, January 8. Ephesians 4:7, 11-16
Tues, January 6. Matthew 2:1-12 Fri, January 9. Michah 5:2-9
Wed, January 7. 1 Kings 10:1-13 Sat, January 10. Psalm 29
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